[image: image1.jpg]UNITED STEELWORKERS

15

UNITY AND STRENGTH FOR WORKERS





	Terry L. Bonds

Director, District 12 
	James A. Woodward

Sub-District Director


SENT VIA EMAIL AND REGULAR MAIL

March 28, 2006

Rick Bender, President

Al Link, Secretary/Treasurer

Washington State Labor Council

314 First Avenue West

Seattle, WA  98119

RE:
Resolution

Dear Sirs and Brothers:

On behalf of the United Steelworkers, attached is a draft Resolution that we would ask the Washington State Labor Council to consider passing at the very earliest opportunity.  We realize that the WSLC Convention is the place for submitting resolutions, but unfortunately this issue is of an urgent nature and hopefully, there’s a method established for passing resolutions when necessary.

Although you are probably very aware of the circumstances surrounding this issue, we are also including information that might explain the urgency and importance of supporting this effort.  In addition, we have enclosed a notice of an action planned at the Mexican Consulate on Thursday, April 6, 2006.  With your approval, we would ask that notice of the event be emailed/faxed through your broadcasting methods to affiliates, and others who sympathetic and supportive of the labor movement and our struggles on behalf of working families.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate contacting us.

Sincerely,

James A. Woodward



Gaylan Z. Prescott

Sub District Director



Rapid Response Coordinator

JAW/GZP:js

Attachments
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

Whereas, the Washington State Labor Council strongly supports democratic principles governing trade unions anywhere in the world, and

Whereas, Napoleon Gomez, General Secretary of The National Union of Mine and Metallurgical Workers of the Mexican Republic (SNTMMSRM) also known as "Los Mineros" represents some 250,000 workers in the mining and metal industries in Mexico, and

Whereas, Brother Gomez was democratically elected as the union’s leader and has moved the union in a more independent, internationalist direction with a more critical posture toward the current Mexican government, and  
Whereas, "Los Mineros" has been one of the few unions in Mexico to carry out a militant program of industrial action, repeatedly striking employers and winning high wage and benefit settlements, including the November 2005 strike at one of the largest steel companies for an unprecedented 45 days winning a 34 percent wage and benefit package, and

Whereas, Gomez has built strong international alliances to the chagrin of employers and he was elected by metalworker unions in South America to represent them as a vice president of the International Federation of Metalworkers (IMF) representing 20 million workers around the world, and

Whereas, Gomez also gave significant support to the United Steelworkers during its strike of ASARCO (owned by Mexican mining giant Grupo Mexico) including protests and work stoppages at Grupo Mexico mines, and 

Whereas, Gomez’s troubles began following the mine disaster in which 65 miners were killed at Pasta de Concha, which is also owned by Grupo Mexico, where  Gomez accused the company of criminal homicide and the Mexican government of negligence, and  
Whereas, he was removed as General Secretary of the union by the Labor Minister and replaced by an individual who is not a union member, and 

Whereas, Gomez’s removal violates Mexican Labor Law and international labor conventions, 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Washington State Labor Council urge all democratically elected officials in the state to urge the government of Vicente Fox to restore Napoleon Gomez as General Secretary of “Los Mineros.”
Facts Related to Mexican Government Removal of Napoleon Gomez as General Secretary of the Mine and Metallurgical Workers (Los Mineros)

· The National Union of Mine and Metallurgical Workers of the Mexican Republic (SNTMMSRM) also known as "Los Mineros" represents workers in the mining and metal industries in Mexico, including the country's principal mining and steelmaking enterprises.  The union represents approximately 270,000 workers and is affiliated to the Congress of Labor (CT), historically dominated by unions linked to the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI).

· In the past few years under the leadership of Napoleon Gomez, "Los Mineros" has moved in a more independent, internationalist direction and a more critical posture toward the current government (right wing PAN party) and the old line PRI officials and unions.  



First, "Los Mineros" has emerged as the leading critical voice within the Congress of Labor, successfully opposing so called labor law reform (making it almost impossible for Mexican workers to legally strike) advocated by the right wing government, business interests as well as PRI aligned unions.  This opposition crystallized early in 2006 when "Los Mineros" joined other CT unions in opposition to the Labor Minister recognizing Victor Flores, the hard line PRI General Secretary in violation of the CT's Constitution.  It should be noted that published reports indicate that 200 of the Railroad union members 3/9/2006 11:27 AM (whom Flores leads) invaded the national offices of "Los Mineros" trashed the office including all furniture, equipment and removed boxes of documents as well as severely beating a number of union employees after Gomez led the opposition to Flores.



Second, "Los Mineros" has been one of the few unions in Mexico to carry out a militant program of industrial action, repeatedly striking employers and winning high wage and benefit settlements.  In November of 2005 the union struck one of the largest steel companies for an unprecedented 45 days winning a 34% wage and benefit package.



Thirdly, Gomez has built strong international alliances to the chagrin of employers.  He was elected by metal unions in South America to represent them as a vice president of the International Federation of Metalworkers which represents 20 million workers around the world.  Gomez also gave significant support to the United Steelworkers during its strike of ASARCO (owned by Mexican mining giant Grupo Mexico) including protests and work stoppages at Grupo Mexico mines.



Finally, after the Pasta de Concha mine disaster in which 65 Mexican miners were killed in February, Gomez accused Grupo Mexico of criminal homicide

And accused the government of negligence and called for an investigation and removal of the Minister of Labor.

· For all of these reasons, the union has become a target of government and employer attacks.  Federal labor authorities made a deal with Gomez opponents within the union to remove him as General Secretary.  A document was presented to the Labor Minister signed by three members of the unions Vigilance and Justice Committee seeking the removal of Gomez.  The Labor Secretary acted immediately, without any hearing or due process and recognized Elias Hernandez as the new General Secretary.  The document signed by 2 of the 3 members of the Vigilance Committee apparently are forgeries because the two individuals claimed to have not signed it and were, in fact, with Gomez outside Mexico City when the document was supposedly signed.  The Labor Minister has refused to produce the document.

· The government’s actions violate the union's constitution, Mexican Labor Law and international labor conventions.  



The constitution of the union provides for a three member General Commission of Vigilance and Justice (CGVJ) which is responsible for regulating the conduct of union members by majority vote.  The accused member is ordinarily granted a hearing and due process by the Commission which was not done.  Nothing in the union constitution empowers the Vigilance Commission to replace, or ask the Labor Secretary to replace, an officer accused of improper behavior.  Rather, that officer can be suspended until the next ordinary or extraordinary convention, which would make the ultimate decision.



The Labor Secretary grossly exceeded his authority in issuing an order to remove a union official.  The Mexican Labor Law (LFT) gives unions broad authority to regulate their internal affairs in accordance with their constitution.  The LFT defines the contents of these statutes quite specifically, and gives no authority to the Labor Minister to replace a union officer at the alleged request of the union or under any circumstances.



Also, the government’s actions violate Article 3 of ILO Convention 87 governing worker and employer organizations and their relationship to national governments.  It should be noted that ratified ILO Conventions are incorporated into Mexican Labor Law at a level below that of the Constitution but above Federal labor law.

· It should be noted that, at an extraordinary meeting of all of the leaders of the local unions held on March 6, the locals voted 79 to 51 to confirm Gomez as the unions General Secretary.

· The federal and Mexico City governments also launched criminal investigations of Gomez based on accusations from union dissidents that Gomez had misappropriated $55 million payment received from Grupo Mexico to settle a 17 year long dispute over privatization of the Cananea mine.  According to Gomez opponents, the funds have never been distributed.  Gomez and his supporters say that these charges are false and that the union has records showing that, to date, funds were distributed to more than 2000 families.  No criminal charges have been filed.
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Rally at the Seattle, WA Mexican Consulate

 To Support the Mexican Mineworkers Union Leader Napoleon Gomez

Where: 
In front of the Mexican Consulate at
       


2132 Third Ave., Seattle, WA

When:  
Thursday, April 6, 2006
       



12:00 Noon to 1:00 PM
Join the United Steelworkers (USW) in expressing outrage over the Mexican government’s illegal removal of the Mexican Mineworker Union Leader Napoleon Gomez following Gomez’s call for an investigation into the deaths of 65 mineworkers in a tragic mining disaster. Gomez’s removal violates Mexican Labor Law and international labor conventions.
On April 6, from Noon to 1:00PM we will rallying and calling on the government of Vicente Fox to restore the democratically elected leader of the National Union of Mine and Metallurgical Workers of the Mexican Republic, known by it’s 270,000 members as “Los Mineros” – The Miners.  Fox’s government removed Gomez after The Miners union called work stoppages at other Grupo Mexico owned mines in protest over that company’s decision to abandon rescue and recovery efforts for the 65 miners now entombed underground at the company’s Pasta de Concha mine. Gomez called Grupo Mexico’s actions criminal homicide; he accused the Mexican government of negligence and also called for an investigation and the removal of the Minister of Labor.

Napoleon Gomez has become a formidable advocate for the rights of workers in Mexico. Employers fear Gomez, and are concerned about Los Mineros growing power and recent achievements in securing significantly improved wages and working conditions for its members. In 2005 Gomez and Los Mineros supported U.S. workers during the Steelworkers strike at Asarco, a Grupo Mexico company.

The USW is a partner in a strategic alliance with Los Mineros, with commitment to increase communication, collaboration and coordinate across national borders in order to retain and build strength that provides both unions with effective countervailing force to the power of global capital and multinational corporations. USW President Leo Gerard called the Mexican government’s removal of Gomez, “A shameful act of naked aggression against the human rights of workers who make their living under the most dire of circumstances.”
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Workers’ Rights Rally
SUPPORT MEXICO’S MINERS & THEIR LEADER NAPOLEON GOMEZ
When 65 miners were killed in a gas explosion February 19, 2006 at the Pasta de Conchos mine in Mexico, the miners’ union and its elected leader, Napoleon Gomez, reacted strongly, demanding a thorough investigation into the explosion and better mine safety inspections.

The Mexican government of President Vicente Fox responded by forcibly removing Gomez from his union office, and replacing him with a hand-chosen puppet. Union officers have been harassed and threatened, their personal and union finances seized and their offices wrecked. Because of this heavy-handed treatment, 270,000 Mexican miners and metal workers launched a three-day nationwide strike. 

The freedom, liberty and right of Mexico’s workers to organize and work in safe conditions is under assault. The United Steelworkers and friends and allies across the United States are taking the lead to organize demonstrations throughout the country in support of our brothers and sisters in Mexico. We’re demanding that the Fox government in Mexico keep its hands off independent labor unions and respect workers’ right to choose their own unions and leaders.

We are rallying today in front of Mexican Consulate’s office to demand justice for Mexico’s Miners.  Please join us by taking the following action:

Please Call the Mexican Embassy Toll-Free:
1-866-311-1889

Tell Them :

· Support Workers’ Rights

· Stop Oppressive Tactics that Hurt Workers

· Hands Off Napoleon Gomez and the Miners 

