STATEMENT OF SUPPORT
 Washington Fair Share Health Care Coalition 

If elected or reelected in 2006, I will support the following in the 2007 legislative session in order to secure health care coverage for more Washington residents:

1. Establish a minimum standard for health-care coverage expenditure among the state’s largest companies, those with more than 5,000 employees.  The large companies that do not meet this minimum standard of employee health coverage would pay a fee used to cover uninsured working adults in Washington State.


2. Provide funding to expand the small business program created by the 2006 legislature. This program provides subsidies to employees (under 200% of the federal poverty level) of Washington’s small employers who are willing to pay 40% of the cost of health care premiums for coverage substantially similar to the Basic Health Plan.

3. Add significantly more enrollment slots to the state’s Basic Health Plan for low-income working and unemployed adults.


4. Provide the funding necessary to meet the goal of having every child in Washington State covered by health insurance.
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